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belonged had looked on with sorrow and discouragement
at this slow degradation.
Politically the existing regime had nothing of true
Parliamentarism but the name and the outward show.
Between the parties, and between the leaders within the
parties, things had grown worse than ever: it was a
struggle without quarter. For the parties it was a
question of winning more votes, always more votes, in
order to gain the majority. For the leaders, once the
party had the majority, the object was to lay hands on
what they characteristically termed the controlling levers :
in other words, the Ministries, at least the important ones,
the high positions, the administrative posts, the means of
taking and giving positions, many positions, ever more
positions, positions for all and sundry!
Since a majority is necessary, and it is the people who
give it with their voting papers, they shall be promised
everything and more besides. They shall never be told
that they have duties towards themselves. They shall be
assured that there are no bounds to their will, that, like
the Roman Emperor, fallen into doltishness, for example,
they can make a Consul of their horse. The State Treasury
shall be thrown open to them, so that they can delve into
it without being warned that after the plundering, when
there is nothing more in the public chest, they will have to
go on the tramp to refill it and tighten their belts mean-
while. Before their dazzled eyes the prospect of a new
golden age shall be dangled, in which there will be no
more rich, because everyone will be rich, and where they
will reach the promised land of that chimera, equality.
But the people shall not be told that if there are no longer
any poor, it will be because everyone will be poor.
No doubt this evil does not date from yesterday. It
goes back to the birth of the first tribe. It was rife in
ancient Rome as in ancient Greece, and in times less
remote as well. But let us not forget that whenever il
has flaunted itself as shamelessly and as completely as